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The Naperville Jaycees name Kids Matter Grand Marshal of the
2026 Labor Day Parade!

Naperville, IL - Join the Jaycees as they recognize KidsMatter, celebrating their 25th year, as Grand Marshal of
the 2026 Labor Day Parade!

Acknowledged as Naperville’s proactive, youth-oriented human services organization, KidsMatter addresses
youth mental health, leadership development and career exploration. Empowering the next generation to
realize their purpose, know their value, and find their pathway.

“We are incredibly grateful to each of the community leaders and partners who have helped KidsMatter to
build resilient youth for the past 25 years — kids who say “NO” to destructive choices and “YES” to endless
possibilities,” said Nina Menis, CEO & Executive Director of KidsMatter. “As the many challenges facing young
people continue to evolve, so do our programs — but our commitment never wavers. We look forward to
continuing our work as well as being a vital connector across people and organizations in our community.”

Uniting local groups like schools, mental health providers, and public safety agencies, KidsMatter facilitates the
Collaborative Youth Team of Illinois. This coalition of over 30 youth-serving organizations rallies around
prevention. Working together to support the health and well-being of young people and families through
asset building, stress management, crisis intervention and parental guidance; proven ways to make youth less
likely to engage in high-risk activities.

To learn more about KidsMatter, to donate or get involved, please visit kidsmatter2us.org

The Last Fling Labor Day Parade brought to you by NeighbrHub starts its journey through Downtown Naperville
at 10AM on Labor Day Monday, September 7, 2026. For further information, to view a map of the 2026
parade route, review our event map or program, please visit lastfling.org. You can follow along with the
parade locally at Xfinity Channel 17 or simulcast & video-on-demand from anywhere in the world via
nctvl7.org
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The Last Fling is the Naperville Jaycees’ largest fundraiser, raising over four million dollars for nonprofit organizations throughout
Naperville and DuPage County in the past 40 years. The Jaycees thank you, the volunteers and sponsors who have continued to support the
organization. Volunteer and Sponsorship opportunities for the 2026 Last Fling are available by emailing admin@lastfling.org. The
Naperville Jaycees is a not-for-profit service organization for young professionals dedicated to offering Naperville-area residents the
opportunity to better themselves and to grow personally and professionally while giving through community service and fundraising
efforts. The group’s annual events include worthwhile projects that positively impact the community. The group also organizes and staffs
the Last Fling in close cooperation with the City of Naperville, the Naperville Park District, numerous Naperville community
organizations, and hundreds of volunteers. Monthly meetings are open to all, and are held on the second Tuesday of each month at Judd
Kendall VFW (908 West Jackson Avenue) in Naperville. Please call the chapter's hotline at (630) 961-9375, email
jeinfo@naperjaycees.org, or visit their website at naperjaycees.org for more details.
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